Cygnets

Those cute little fuzzy things are hard to resist touching, but please don't.
From late May through late July, the cob and pen are very protective of
their offspring and will attack if they feel their young are in any danger.

A swan's wings are very powerful and are capable of breaking bones.

If swans with cygnets are nesting, approaching the nest will result in foot
stomping by the pen. This activity, while intended to ward off intruders,
often results in injury or death to the cygnets.

Please help to keep our swans safe

- Swans and dogs do not mix - they are natural enemies.

- Dogs must be kept on a leash and well back from the swans at all
times.

- When the swans are nesting, a dog in the area is very stressful.

- Children and swans can mix if properly supervised.

Authority

The City of St. John’s is permitted to raise swans through the holding of
an aviculture permit. Regulations require all cygnets to be pinioned
within the first ten days of life. This operation does not injure or deform
the birds in any way. This prevents the swans from flying away to form
feral flocks.
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The Swans of St. John's

Courtesy of Murray Smith

Mute Swan - Cygnus olor
Swan (mute) Cygnus (Latin for swan) olor (Greek for swan)

Swans were first introduced to Bowring Park on July 1, 1946. On April 8,
2003 an additional four swans (two breeding pairs) purchased by the
Bowring Park Foundation, were presented to the City of St. John’s. The
swans were released in the Bowring Park, Duck Pond.
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